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INFO AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 1721 

E. 0.11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, KS, KN, MY 

SUBJECT: MALAYSIAN RECOGNITION OF NORTH KOREA 

REF: (A) STATE 073819, ( B) KUALA LUMPUR 1708 

SUMMARY. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A. I MADE REPRESENTATION 
TO SECGEN MFA ZAITON THIS MORNING. ACCORDING TO ZAITON, 
RECOGNITION IS NOW IMMINENT. IN DEFERENCE TO VISITING 
ROK REP, CHOI, GOM HAD DELAYED EXCHANGE OF NOTES NOT 
WISHING EMBARRASS ROK. HOWEVER, NOTES ARE NOW UNDER ACTIVE 
REVIEW AND ZAITON GAVE IMPRESSION THAT RECOGNITION COULD 
TAKE PLACE AT ANY TIME. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AFTER PRESENTING ARGUMENTS IN BEHALF OF DELAY AS STRONGLY 
AS POSSIBLE, I PROBED ZAITON ON ADVANTAGE GOM HAD IN MIND IN 
PRECIPITATE RECOGNITION OF NORTH KOREA. ZAITON CLAIMED 
THAT RECOGNITION OF NORTH KOREA WAS NECESSARY IN TERMS OF 
GOM' S NEUTRALITY POLICY AND TO PROCRASTINATE AT THIS 
TIME WOULD MERELY EXPOSE GOM TO CHARGE OF HYPOCRISY. IN 
RESPONSE TO MY DIRECT QUESTION WHETHER POINTS THAT I HAD 
RAISED WOULD BE GIVEN CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLY AFFECT 
TIMING OF GOM MOVE. ZAITON SAID SIMILAR POINTS HAD BEEN 
RAISED BY ROK REP AND GOM HAD CONCLUDED THEY PROVIDED NO 
BASIS FOR DELAY IN RECOGNITION MOVE. 
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2. ZAITON EMPHASIZED THAT RECOGNITION OF NORTH KOREA IN NO 
WAY MEANT TO DIMINISH OR OTHERWISE NEGATIVELY AFFECT LONG- 
STANDING CORDIAL RELATIONS WITH ROK. ON CONTRARY, HE SAID, 
GOM HOPED THAT NORMAL DIALOGUE WITH PYONGYANG MIGHT 
RESULT IN POSSIBLE HELPFUL ASSISTANCE TO ROK IN TERMS OF 
NORTH- SOUTH DIALOGUE. 

3. COMMENT: AS INDICATED BY THIS CONVERSATION, AS WELL AS 
REPRESENTATIONS MADE BY ROK REP, GOM POSITION ON THIS 
ISSUE APPEARS TO BE SET IN CONCRETE. 

LYDMAN 
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